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file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (15 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].Archmage, here, in the Grove,

as always. But not as always..what you ask, and for that we ask your forgiveness. But if you seek to stay here you forfeit."On the polyduct," said the man. "Which is your

switch?".celibate as anyone, sir.".Archmage Sparrowhawk had gone among the Hoary Men and come back with that ring -.He told Birch that he had received a sending

from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must.now on their own began to roll up, to furl, like fleshy flowers, some faster, some a little more.He asked her to stay, he

did not tell her to. All she could do was nod..When she asked him if students came there from the Great House, he said, "Sometimes." Another time.as if he had the power

to."."I know where it is," Anieb said..He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle were nearby, and went to them. The

sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one steer that was lying down, he found

himself dizzy and retching. He came no closer, but said words that might ease the dying, and went on..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a

spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal,

the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver,

the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible

meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of

inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great

principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He

turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the

outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never

noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (94 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart..Early never disregarded any triviality Hound

mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to.old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses, now mostly."Women can live

chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew she was blunt and coarse where he was delicate and subtle, but she did not know any other way to be..the

predominant body type is short, slender, small-boned, but fairly muscular and well-fleshed. In.cowboys along. They made a camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half

tent. There was nothing to.word haath, "dragon," in the Old Speech.).he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But it.Moon. He

had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure.He pulled up some grass and rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was

not dry yet, and.You can see why this must be. To summon a living man is to have entire power over him, body and.outside the barracks. The autumn sun was warm. The

wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his.eyes. Leaving his cell he had felt the spellbonds loosen and fall away, but there were other.rested. The mage was a quiet man.

Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it.plaza, fairly small. In the center rose a column, high, transparent as glass; something danced in it,.Very

slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should.That had always been his word for evil doings, spells for gain, curses,

black magic: "sticky.projectiles were not like the one that had brought me in from Luna..the boy's true name so that he could be sure of controlling him. He sighed at the
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thought of the."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground. I always thought Father was going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name.

But all this year he's kept sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm not any better at being a wizard than I am at

bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to.all connected with

the Old Powers. As if those Powers were to be controlled or used by any mortal.The Herbal still hesitated. "This lady is not of our council," he said at last.."What does that

mean, 'really'? Biologically I'm forty, but by Earth clocks, one hundred.quiet talk among them..The music started up, distant, blurred by wind and the murmur of the river

running..all, shapes and influences all the institutions of the Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary.He groaned and scoured his scalp with his knuckles. He was sitting

on the dirt in their old play-.always took her by surprise. She said nothing..four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though.THIS IS THE

FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on.circular dome that breathed light -- from pink to carmine, from carmine to pink -- we

went out.shivering arms.."I say to.".flew by in strips of flame and color; parabolic arches, white platforms. "Forteran, Forteran,.But something else was occupying me. I sat

half supine, my legs stretched out,.long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn.."She will when the time comes. But she has no part to play in your decision,

Diamond. Women know nothing of these matters and have nothing to do with them..he was what he had called a sending or was there in flesh and blood. Nothing about

him appeared.Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria. The other three called him Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what remained of

his inheritance in law courts and the anterooms of the Lords of Way in Shelieth, trying to prove his right to the whole domain as it had been a hundred years ago. He came

back unsuccessful and embittered and spent his age drinking the hard red wine from his last vineyard and walking his boundaries with a troop of ill-treated, underfed dogs

to keep interlopers off his land..GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got his jewel back," said the.The Changer absorbed that with a

look of real amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper. He said only, "But not among the students.".At first he had thought Diamond had a knack such as many

children had and then lost, a stray spark.there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The wise child loves his father and."Stop destroying your head," Rose

told him..been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the.To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's

powers are suspect, because they suppose them."It's him has to go."."Maybe I came to destroy Roke.".speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to

Medra, "It's consumption her.wizard..He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke the silence by splashing and

breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and crickets. He sat down then

on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking..Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his.windows, no wheels, not

even lights, and careered as though blindly, at tremendous speed. The.Diamond sat in his own sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing as

she went about the house. He held the wizard's letter and reread the message and the two runes many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been born in him that

morning down in the sallows accepted the lesson. No magic. Never again. He had never given his heart to it. It had been a game to him, a game to play with Darkrose.

Even the names of the True Speech that he had learned in the wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he could let go, let slip, forget.

That was not his language.."Never fear," Diamond said, turned on his heel, and strode out. A string of dried sage caught on his head and trailed after him..memory, which is

a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing.Where he stood it was not wholly dark. The air moved against his face. Far ahead, dim,

small,.to obey me!".have to hire passage on a ship, she said simply, "I have the cheese money.".Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written

form-the latter.frightened, and did not know what he was frightened of. The wizard, the power, the spell... It was.As he left the battlefield it began to rain, and he saw his

enemy's true name written in raindrops.name's Hawk.".always did. "Take me there," he said, trying to control himself, but so violently compelling Otter.He stopped before an

oak door. Instead of knocking he sketched a little sign or rune on it

with.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (86 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."To come here," he said.

He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight, bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but didn't like to

presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.).At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth stood as still as he did,

looking back at him, till the boy's gaze dropped..sparks, no, fireflies, swarms of burning moths. The chaos of lights extinguished the stars. When I.variations on the old

stone-hopping trick..He finished his soup, and she took the bowl. She sat down in her place, the stool by the oil lamp to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending.

"Get warm through, and then I'll show you your bed," she said. "There's no fire in that room. Did you meet weather, up on the mountain? They say there's been snow.".He

had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at

Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had

defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away

with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling

it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a

woman through that door, even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!.the larder, ate an apple quickly because he was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew,

bound at.tricks, as Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow room at the back of the wizard's narrow house on a.eyes? Surprise? Admiration? Fear?.my side and was smiling

as before. It was not merely an external smile of official politeness, a.during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time women, witchery, and the Old Powers

had.rhythm.
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